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Portfolio Responsibilities 
 
To work with other tiers of government, community groups and other relevant partners to 
enhance the health and wellbeing of residents.  
 
Alleviate the harmful effects of poverty in the District, looking at issues to address those 
disadvantaged.  
 
Working with key partners with regards to welfare reforms.  
 
Nominated representative on Health and Wellbeing board as appropriate.  
 
To drive our Localism agenda.   
 
Policies, Plans and Strategies: 
 

• Community Strategy  
• Health and Wellbeing Strategy  
• Public Health  
• Community Safety Strategy  

 
 
Key areas  
 

• Localism  
• Devolution  
• Community Development 
• Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy 
• Public Health  
• Poverty  
• Voluntary sector engagement in the public health and wellbeing sector 

 

 



 
Localism  
 
Localism is a critical goal of this council. The Council will continue to look for ways in which we 
can devolve responsibilities to local town and parish councils, while at the same time ensuring we 
retain both the current high level of service, and the same or lower net cost to the council tax 
payer. 
 
South Lakeland District Council (SLDC) has seen the devolution of responsibilities of the markets 
to Kirkby Lonsdale and Ulverston and are open to further devolution of markets, as appropriate.  
 
SLDC’s hope is that each community in South Lakeland will develop its set of aspirations, via a 
community action plan. The Council's localism objective will consider how it can partner with the 
community to implement the action items in such a plan. 
 
In addition, SLDC will always try to ensure that before decisions are taken that effect a local 
community, that community's representatives are consulted. 
 
Finally, while finances permit, the Council will continue to award LIP grants to assist communities 
realise projects that will benefit the community. 
 
Devolution  
 
Central Government has stated that it will consider further devolution deals in two tier areas 
without the need for mayors. However since the general election there are concerns in Local 
Government that Central Governments focus will be on other issues such as Brexit negotiations.  
It is worth noting that as part of the government’s coalition “confidence and supply agreement” 
with the DUP this contains a comprehensive set of city deals across Northern Ireland.  
 
There have been no further recent discussions across Cumbria on any proposals to progress with 
a devolution deal. There may be future scope now that the leadership of the County Council has 
been agreed, but it is not yet on any forthcoming agenda’s.  Recent Ministerial discussion in 
respect of a devolution deal for Yorkshire has drawn a Ministerial view that cities need to be at 
the heart of devolution deals. 
 
Throughout 2017/18 SLDC will continue to progress key relationships with other authorities in 
health, housing and economic growth. For example the Morecambe Bay Economic Strategy will 
work in partnership with Lancaster and Barrow to strengthen the economic potential of the area. 
This can also be incorporated into the 2021 Local Plan update which can support the housing 
growth need that will arise from increasing economic activity.  
 
Community Development  
 
SLDC will continue to help assist communities in development through the continuation of Local 
Area Partnerships (LAP’s). Throughout 2017/18 each LAP will continue to:  
 
• Meet 3 times per annum to discuss and seek solutions to issues of common concern  
• Encourage Parish Councils to work together around local issues  
• Share best practise and expertise to enable effect local problem solving  
• Create partnerships with local authorities and agencies  
• Disseminate learning from LAP meetings to all parishes via the regular LAP newsletter  



• Seek cooperation and effective working relationships between LAP’s and SLDC 
 
SLDC officers will continue to build relationships with LAP chairs and others to ensure LAP’s 
remain relevant, useful, effective and add value to parishes and SLDC. Officers will also arrange 
to hold to LAP wide events to tackle key local issues. So far a rural crime and Policing event held 
in Coniston was very successful. 
 
Crime and Disorder Reduction 
 
The South Lakeland and Barrow CSP has now formally merged to create the South Cumbria CSP 
and nominations for chair and vice chair have been accepted.  
 
For 2017/18 the CSP have created a new Partnership Plan that will focus on 2 priorities (based 
on latest crime figures) of Alcohol and alcohol related violent crime and sexual offences and 
Online Child Sexual Exploitation and staying safe. 
The CSP also plans to work closely with the Police and Crime Commissioners Office on domestic 
abuse and cyber-crime. 
 
Following a successful 2016/17 theatre tour of 10 schools in South Cumbria with performances, 
workshops and information for pupils on alcohol and drugs, the CSP has raised £134,000 (in 
partnership with the Arts Council) for a Cumbrian home-grown venture. This will be South 
Lakeland based and deliver a minimum of 22 performances in schools and public theatres on 
community safety and health and wellbeing messages along with interactive workshops and meet 
the professionals events. The aim is to involve the young people in all aspects of the project to 
provide opportunities for learning new skills and therapeutic development. 
 
The CSP are supporting a number of ongoing projects around alcohol prevention including: Safe 
and Well (a Fire Service initiative around doorstep signposting for vulnerable individuals), the 
Community Alcohol Partnership in Barrow, The Well (a recovery facility for those with alcohol and 
drug problems) and Barwatch.  
New projects to add value or fill service gaps will be identified over the upcoming few months. 
 
Public Health  
 
In line with the Public Health and Wellbeing strategy SLDC continue to work in partnership with 
GLL to improve the health of younger and older people.  For example work has been completed 
to implement holiday activities across the district and access the youth club at Kendal.  Work is 
continuing with people over the age of 55 as an initiative known as ‘Active Club’ is open in all 
leisure centres and rural areas including Glebe Park.   
 
To support the outcomes contained within the South Lakeland Public Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy, Kendal Leisure Centre is now a dementia and MIND hub.   This means that the Leisure 
centre has become a place where people suffering from mental health or dementia, or live with 
someone suffering from these conditions, meet on a monthly basis to, share experience, 
participate in physical activities and obtain support.     
 
Poverty  
 
Discussions on the issue of Poverty across South Lakeland and Cumbria are on-going.  
SLDC’s own anti-poverty work with local partners is on-going and good progress is made on those 
issues the partners can influence locally. 


